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Dear Families, 

It is hard to believe we will soon be 
out for Spring Break.  Although your 
child will not be in school for an 
entire week, it is extremely important 
that you encourage them to read  at 
least 15 minutes per day.  According to 
Dr. Gene M. Kerns and Dr. Jan Bryan, an 
analysis of more than 9.9 million students 
found that only those students who read 15 
minutes or more per day made  accelerated 
reading  gains.  Students who had less than 
15 minutes of daily engaged reading time saw 
below-average reading gains, putting them at 
risk of falling behind their peers. Mar 22, 2018  
As you see, reading is fundamental 
and can truly change the lives of our 
children. 

Please have a safe, fun-filled  Spring 
Break...be sure to enjoy your family 
and friends.  Also relax, refresh, and 
renew...get ready to end the year 
with a BaNg! 

Ms. Durham, Principal 

PTO News 

Our spring book fair was a huge suc-
cess.  Thank you SLE families for your sup-
port.  All the money raised will go to purchase 
more books for our library. Thank you to my 
amazing book fair volunteers, without you the 
fairs could not happen.  

Principal, Tangie Durham Assistant Principal, Ron Kaufmann 

Middle School Transition 

5th grade parents it is that time!  Your student is getting ready to embark on 

their next great adventure…Middle School!!  A few things to note to help you 

and your child be ready for this transition.   

 If your address is not updated with the front office, please do that now.  All 

middle school elective forms are generated based on the zoned school that is on 

file based on the student address.  If you have moved recently, please make sure 

that is updated so your student has the right middle school form.   

Talk to your student about the electives they have chosen.  What are their 

interests, what are their strengths, what do they want to try.  Now is the time 

for exploration.  Performance on FSA will determine placement in Core Academ-

ics and possibly the number of elective choices.  Students that demonstrate lack 

of mastery of reading or math on FSA (Level 1 or Level 2) can be placed in inten-

sive classes to help remediate their reading and/or math skills.  This will result in 

only having 1 or 2 elective choices instead of 3.   

Make sure you know how to access Parent Portal for your student.  This is the 

best way to monitor performance in class, keep track of attendance, and see 

how your student is doing throughout the semester.   

Encourage your student to try new things.  Middle school is full of great opportu-

nities for new sports, clubs, friends, and interests. 

March 

Important Dates 
 to Remember 

3/11/2020 

Early Release 

@ 12:30 

 

3/17/2020 

4th Grade 

Concert        
 

3/19/2020 

SLE Family 

Science Night  

6:00 - 7:30 

 

3/20/2020 

SAC Meeting 

8:00 am 

 

3/23-3/27   

Spring 

Break 

 

3/30/2020 

Report Cards 

Go Home 

 

4/1-4/2/20  

3rd Grade 

FSA Reading 

Assessment 

 

4/2/2020    

4th & 5th Gr. 

FSA Writing   

 

 

 

 Scott Lake’s Family Science Night is coming!  Mark 
your calendars for Thursday, March 19th from 6:00 pm 
to 7:30 pm for a fun-filled night of exploration and 
learning.  Flyers 
with an RSVP 
will be coming 
home 
soon.  Parents, 
if you would 
like to partici-
pate in this 
evening either 
through pre-
senting a sci-
ence topic or by 
running one of 
the many other 
stations, please 
contact Jackie 
Thomas at 648-
3520.  We look 
forward to seeing you there! 

Our Sweetheart Dance was a huge success!! Thank you to everyone who joined in on the 

fun!  It was so great to see you all dancing the night away!  Pictures are posted on our PTO 

Facebook page... check them out! 

Please come and enjoy Munchkins with your Munchkin in the morning in the SLE 

Cafeteria!  From 6:30am-7:20am promptly.   

Thursday March 12th – Students with oldest sibling’s last name starting with A-N 

Friday March 13th- Students with oldest sibling’s last name starting with   M-Z  

Counselor’s Corner 

https://www.weareteachers.com/author/drkernsdrbryan/
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ELA – identifying characters, setting and major 
events in a story; isolate and pronounce pho-
nemes (letter sounds); introduce digraph – sh 
and ch; describe connections between two 
individuals, events, ideas or information in a 
text 

Math – finish with numbers 0-100 by 1’s and 
10’s; Begin geometry March 11 

Science – finish patterns and objects in the sky; 
start on plant and animal characteristics in Liter-
ature 

Social Studies – U.S. symbols, national celebra-
tions and holidays 

Coaches’ Corner 

Did you see your 4th Grader’s most recent 
interim?  We are so proud of the progress 
and success they are making. We’re moving 
into Unit 5 in ELA which will concentrate on 
Narrative Elements and Text Structures. 
Please encourage your child to read each 
night. In Math, the students are working on 
Measurement. 
Our little scien-
tists are focus-
ing on Earth 
Science and 
the Rock Cy-
cle.  A BIG 
Congratulations 
to our 4th grade 
representatives at the Polk County Science 
Showcase: Kai B., Haley L., and Morgan M.!!  

First graders are blossoming!  In 
reading, we are describing con-
nections between two individu-
als, events, or pieces of infor-
mation in a text.  Learning the 
similarities and differences 
between two texts on the same 

topic will also be taught. In math, students will 
enjoy identifying and combining values of mon-
ey in cents up to one dollar. Telling and writing 
time to the hour and half hour will be prac-
ticed.  Learning to identify living and non/living 
things will be the topic for science. Just a 
reminder that the field trip notarized forms 
and money is due by Friday March 13th.  Con-
tinue to have your child read for twenty 
minutes nightly, practice their sight words and 
become fluent with basic math facts.   

In reading, students will distinguish their 
point of view from that of the character 
and narrator.  Students should continue to 
read each night preparing for FSA when we 
return from spring break.  Over Spring 
Break, be sure to read a good book!  In 
Science, third grade students will begin a 
unit on classifying animals and plants.  In 
the area of math students will create, ex-
plain, and analyze data on a scaled picture 
graph and a scaled bar graph through word 
problems.  

Students will also generate measurements 
and plot them with appropriate units on line 
plots.  

Students will measure and estimate liquid 
volumes and masses as well as use any oper-
ation to solve one-step word problems. 

Congratulations to our 4th and 5th grade District 

Science Showcase representatives!  They are as 

follows:  4th Grade—Kai B., Haley L., and Morgan 

M.  5th Grade—Daniel K., Brayden T., and Camila 

B.  The students did a great job presenting their 

projects and represented SLE well!  We are so 

proud of them.  Come to our to our Family Science 

Night on March 19th and view their projects along 

with other classroom winners.  Looking forward to 

seeing you there! 

Greetings from 5th grade!  We can’t be-
lieve it’s already March.  The school year 
is flying by so quickly and our students 
and teachers are trying to savor the time 
we have together in our 5th graders’ last 
year here at Scott Lake.  We are working 
hard to get students prepared for middle 
school as well as  FSA testing.  After our 
mock test on Feb. 18 – 19, we hope our 
students realized how important it is they 
read at home every day to prepare them 
for the rigorous expectations of the 
FSA.  They need to view it as being “in 
training” as they build stamina by reading 
daily.  We know they can all do it if they 
put in the work.  We are asking our par-
ents to help support their effort by en-
couraging the daily practice of reading 
for a minimum of 20 minutes.  After the 
hard work, we’re exciting to have our 
moment to shine!! 

Hello March! We are so excited for our 
Legoland field trip this month!! But, before 
we head out for our field trip, we have lots 
of learning to do! In math, we learn how to 
tell time on an analog clock! In science, we 
get to learn all about the human body! In 
reading, we are learning about the different 
points of view characters have in a story. In 
writing, we are writing fictional narratives. 
Keep reading at 
home and encour-
age your children 
to take AR tests. 

At Scott Lake we per-
sonalize AR goals for 
each and every student 
in Grades 1-5.  Here are 
a few questions to ask 
your child about his/her 
AR goal: 

 How many points 
do you need to earn for 
this 9 weeks? 

 What is your current reading level (ZPD)? 

 Have you taken any AR tests recently? 

 What is your overall AR percentage? 

Simple Ways to Help with Math at Home 

Resources found at https://www.greatschools.org/gk/articles/simple-

ways-to-build-math-skills-at-home/  

Positive attitude about math - Do you like math or does it make 

you anxious? Your feelings about math can greatly influence your 

child’s perception of math. Help your child enjoy math by talking 

about it in a positive manner. Think out loud when you are using math 

skills so your child will hear your thinking process. Let her know that 

there are multiple ways to solve problems. 

Practice multiplication facts - Your child is expected to know 

multiplication facts. Have your child bounce a basketball as he says the 

multiples of different numbers. For example, he can practice the 

multiples of 9 for each bounce 9, 18, 27, 36. Then he can say them 

backward: 81, 72, 63, 54. Research shows that kinesthetic movement 

helps the brain learn facts. 

For additional ways to help with math at home visit the website 

above. 


