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I truly believe in the importance of 

fostering an environment focused on trust, 

open communication, and meaningful 

relationships.  High quality education is a 

top priority at Scott Lake Elementary. As 

stated by Maya Angelou, “Every journey 

begins with a single step.”  We have begun 

our journey in the right direction, and we 

are well on our way to another wonderful 

year at SLE.  Your commitment to this 

journey is vital.  As we are now in our 

eighth week of school, I again invite you to 

come in for a parent-teacher conference or 

simply eat lunch with your child.  Your 

presence, support, and engagement along 

the way are positive steps in ensuring your 

child’s educational success.  I also 

encourage you to become active with the 

PTO and to volunteer when you are 

available.  TOGETHER, we can move 

mountains? 

 

Tangie Durham, Principal 

 

A Good Night’s Sleep is Important for School Success! 

When your child doesn’t get enough sleep, it’s hard for them 
to learn in school. That’s because sleep affects a child’s 
ability to:  

Plan and organize.  

Solve problems.  

Control mood and behavior.  

Focus and pay attention.  

Retain information.  

To help your child get the recommended nine to 12 hours of 
sleep they need each night:  

Stick to a schedule. Enforce a regular bedtime and wake 
time. Establish times for meals, homework and recreation. 

Encourage them to get moving. Exercise and fresh air help 
children sleep better.  

Set a technology curfew. Kids should avoid bright screens 
for one hour before bedtime.  

Follow a bedtime routine. Take a bath, enjoy a story and 
share a favorite part of the day. Then, it’s lights out. 

Principal, Tangie Durham Assistant Principal, Ron Kaufmann 

     We're off to a great start to the new school 
year!  We always welcome new members and 
new ideas!  Studies have shown that students 
who have involved parents do better academical-
ly!  We would love to give every interested parent 
the opportunity to participate in PTO activities.   

    The fall fundraiser was a big success.  Thank 
you to everyone who joined in!  Merchandise will 
be ready for pickup in October.  The date and 
time will be forthcoming.  We are looking forward 
to National Walk to School Day which is Oct. 2.  
Meet us at Magnify bank between 7:00—7:15 
am.  See you all there!! 

~PTO 

October  

Important Dates 
 to Remember 

10/2/19 

National 
Walk to 

School Day 

 

10/14/19 

Student 

Holiday 

 

10/22/19 

Book Fair 
Family Night 

 

10/22/19 

3rd Grade 
Musical 

 

10/23/19 

Early  
Release 

Dismissal 
begins at 
12:30 pm 

 

10/25/19 

Report 

Cards Come 

 

The fall book fair is 
coming!  Mark your 
calendars for October 21

-25 with the parent night 
on October 22.   Parent 
Night times will be from 

5:00 p.m. until 7:00 p.m.   

 

 

Why Does Parent & Family Engagement Matter? 

Research tells us that students with engaged parents 

and families, are more likely to:  

 Learn to read faster (Exhibit faster rates of literacy 
acquisition.) 

 Have higher grades and test scores. 

 Are promoted and take more challenging classes. 

 Adapt better to school and have better attendance. 

 Have better social skills and behavior. 

 Graduate. 

 Go on to community/technical college or universi-

ty. 

Check out the Florida Department of Education web-

site at http://www.fldoe.org/policy/federal-edu-

programs/title-i-part-a-improving-the-academic-/

parents.stml  for more information and resources .   

(Information provided by the Florida Department of Counselor’s Corner 
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Kindergarten has been busy as bees!  In 

October, we will be buzzing around main 

topic and key details for Language Arts.  We 

are continuing with letters and letter sound 

knowledge, blending onset and rime, count-

ing syllables in words, as well as, isolate and 

pronounce phonemes.  Science will end in 

learning about our senses, then we will go 

into the properties of matter.  In Math, we 

will finish up with counting and cardinality 

for numbers 0-5, then buzz right into num-

bers 6-10.  Finally, for Social Studies, we will 

work on locating places on a globe. 

Coaches’ Corner 

 Fall is in the air in 4th grade, and we 
are excited about all the knowledge 
we are gaining.  The students are 
learning about Multiplication Factors, 
as well as Prime and Composite 
Numbers in Math.  Continue to prac-
tice and master those Multiplication 
Facts for success in math!!  In Science 
the students are classifying different 
kinds of matter.  Our ELA classes are 
finishing up Unit 1 and moving into 
Unit 2, which is full of great text all 
about animals!  Don’t forget to read 
for at least 20 minutes each night and 
complete your Reading Logs.   

Who's excited for learning?  First Graders 
are!  In reading, the focus is to describe 
characters, setting and events using key 
details, along with learning to compare and 
contrast adventures and experiences among 
characters.  Exploring various patterns of 
movement is the focus for science.  Students 
will enjoy learning to write informative 
pieces on topics or ideas.  In math, students 
are using their addition and subtraction 
properties to learn doubles, ten frame mod-
els, and counting three addends.  At home, 
help your child daily with remembering to 
read for 20 minutes, review sight words, and 
perhaps think of some fun story problems at 
home to add three addends. Happy Fall! 

In ELA, we are focusing on main idea 
and details.  Social Studies topics 
include learning about natural and 
man-made landmarks and making 
projects to display in the media cen-
ter.  Multiplication strategies and 
moving on to division. Will be the 
focus in Math. Finally, in  Science we 
are studying matter and properties 
of matter.  Continue reading AR 
books each night, so they are ready 
to take their test.   

The year is off to a great start!  So far this year, we 

have learned about how to safely conduct science 

investigations and how to classify matter.  In the 

coming month, we are looking forward to exploring 

the five senses in Kindergarten, motion and energy 

in grades 1-3, and grades 4 and 5 will be digging 

deeper into the properties of matter.  Check out the 

links below for some fun ways to experiment with 

these topics at home.  https://

www.generationgenius.com/properties-of-matter-

for-kids/ ; https://www.kiwico.com/

blog/2017/02/02/kid-friendly-science-experiments-

gas/ ; https://www.education.com/activity/

kindergarten/the-5-senses/  

 

In 5th grade, we just finished our first 
district writing assessment.  We are 
evaluating those essays and working 
to strengthen our weak areas.  In 
science, we’re just finishing our unit 
on mixtures and solutions.  In math, 
5th graders are working hard on long 
division.  We’re mastering the skill 
of dividing three digits by 2 dig-
its.  We’re looking forward to our 
next unit which will be working with 
fractions.   

If you find that you are stuck helping your child with 
their math homework or classwork, there is a great 
resource found on the Scott Lake website.  Click on 
math resources from the home page, then your child’s 
grade, and then the topic (we call them modules) that 
they are currently on.  You will find power points con-
taining extremely detailed descriptions of how the Flori-
da Standards and our classroom teachers teach that 
particular topic.  Please know that usually a math topic is 
taught in many different ways and students are allowed 
to use the method that makes the most sense to them. 
Teachers have assigned specific standards for each stu-
dent on Freckle that they can work on at home.  

10 Fun Fall Books for Kids 

Welcome the season of apple picking, pumpkin 
spice, and crunchy leaves with these warm and 
engaging autumn-themed books for pre-K and 
up. 

Let It Fall (Pre-K – K)  Peppa Pig 8X8: Pep-
pa’s Windy Fall Day (Pre-K – K)  There Was 
An Old Lady Who Swallowed Some Leaves! 
(Pre-K – 2) 

Fletcher and the Falling Leaves (Pre-K – 2)  

Ready Freddy! The Pumpkin Elf Mystery 
(Grades 2-3)  Stink and the Midnight Zom-
bie Walk (Grades 2-3)  Geronimo Stilton 
#42: The Peculiar Pumpkin Thief (Grades 2-
4)  Nancy Drew: The Pumpkin Patch Puzzle 
(Grades 3-5)  A-Z Mysteries Super Edition 4: 
Sleepy Hollow Sleepover (Grades 3-5)  The 
Witches (Grades 4-5) 

We have started taking our weekly reading 

tests completely on our own. Please keep 

reading at home! We also have started in-

formational writing.  In math, we are work-

ing on addition and subtraction within 2 

digit numbers. Practicing math facts at 

home will help with this! In science, we are 

learning changes in properties of matter. 

Students can log on to SmartyAnts and 

Freckle at home to practice reading and 

math. Keep up the hard work! We loved 

earning our tickets to paint rocks for Sep-

tember’s reward day! Can’t wait to see what 

October brings! 
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