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Home of The Leader in Me 

With less than twenty days left, I can 
honestly say we have had an amazing 
year!!!  As I reflect on this past year, I 
am very proud of the work we have 
achieved together. I continue to be in 
awe of the talents that our students, 
staff, and community have and inspired 
by the effort they put into making our 
school a great place to work and play. 

I can’t thank everyone enough for the 

endless hours of volunteering, 

chaperoning, reading, organizing, 

donating and doing whatever was 

necessary to support students—both 

at home and at school.  A very special 

thanks goes out to our PTO who, went 

above and beyond the call of duty to 

provide whatever was necessary to 

add to our students’ already rich 

school experience. 

  

Although the school year is quickly 

coming to an end, we still have a full 

week of testing for grades 3—5. 

Remember to make sure your child 

gets a good night sleep and is at 

school on time.  Also, remind them 

that their best is all we can ask for and 

we BELIEVE in them! 

  

Best regards, 

Ms. Durham 

 

                  Dates to         

Remember in   

May 

Ways to Prevent the Summer Slide 
Studies show that reading four to five books over the sum-
mer has a positive impact comparable to summer school 
enrolment. Plus, this gives your child a chance to choose 
books that he or she is interested in, keeping the activity fun 
and interesting too! 
Ways to incorporate reading into your summer plans 

Take a trip to your local library (a library card is free) 
Bring a book with you to the park or the beach 
Read a chapter in the morning, when your child is used to 

learning and before other plans cause distraction 
Use these ideas to make reading an enjoyable pastime for 
both you and your child. 
On average, students lose 2 months of reading skills over the 

summer.  
https://www.oxfordlearning.com/summer-learning-loss-

statistics/ 

5/1 and 5/2  

4th and 5th 

grade Read-

ing FSA 

 

 

5/7 and 5/8 

3rd, 4th, and 

5th grade 

Math   

FSA 

 

 

 

5/9 and 5/10  

5th Grade 

Science State 

Assessment 

 

 

5/15  

8:00 School 

Advisory 

Council 

Meeting 

Provide Input 

on Title 1 

Compact and 

Parent En-

gagement 

Plan 

5/17 

11:30 5th 

grade Spring 

Fling 

 

 

5/24 

5th Grade 

Field Day 

 

5/30  

8:30 5th 

grade Cele-

bration 

 

5/30 Last 

Day of 

School/

Early Re-

lease/Report 

Cards Come 

Home 

 

 

Principal, Tangie Durham Assistant Principal, Ron Kaufmann 

  

ADMINISTRATION 

May’s Character Trait is PATROTISM:  May is the season for Patriotism, but do our kids really know 

what is means to be free?  Do they know the meaning of Memorial Day or Independence Day?  Talk 

about the historical significance of these two holidays with your kids, talk with them about voting and 

why it is so important, and revisit your family tree – do you have any Veterans in your family?  These are 

just some ideas to get your kids thinking about what it means to be patriotic.  “A strength of a nation, lies 

in the character of its citizens” – Albert Schweitzer 

PTO would like to congratulate the incoming PTO Board 
members for the 2019-20 school year: 

President ~ Faye Corba 

Vice President ~ Courtenay Fulmer 

Secretary ~ Meredith Moyer 

Treasurer ~ Kim Cook 

Please consider volunteering for open chair-positions, 
contact board members for information.  

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordlearning.com%2Fsummer-learning-loss-statistics%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7C0bb6f5b0dc114e2c49c308d6c99d2187%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%7C0%7C6369180
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.oxfordlearning.com%2Fsummer-learning-loss-statistics%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7C0bb6f5b0dc114e2c49c308d6c99d2187%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%7C0%7C6369180
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 First graders are “wrapping up” a wonderful 

school year of learning! In reading, students 

will be identifying characters, settings and 

major events in a story in order to under-

stand literary text, along with identifying text 

structures to help understand stories better. 

In science, the year will end with learning 

about basic needs of animals along with 

variations. Class science projects will have 

the students loving Science even more than 

they already do. Basic fractions will be taught 

in math along with learning to define, attrib-

utes of shapes in Geometry.First grade 

teachers would like to extend a sincere 

Thank you to all parents/guardians for your 

support throughout the school year with 

your child’s education.  Have a wonderful, 

safe summer and continue to keep reading! 

Coaches’ Corner 

 In third grade, we are finishing the year 

strong!  In Social Studies we are currently 
learning about Economics and city contribu-
tions and how the two are interrelated.   In 
language arts, we are learning how to re-
count stories, including fables, folktales, and 
myths from diverse cultures; determine the 
central message, lesson, or moral and ex-
plain how it is conveyed through key details 
in the text.  

In science we are ending our study of photo-
synthesis and beginning to work on science 
fair projects in class.   In math we are con-
tinuing to review for math FSA which is 
coming up May 7th and 8th.  Following that 
we work on some in depth math problem 
solving projects to finish out the year.  

Please join us at SAC on Wednes-
day, May 15th at 8:00 am to provide 
input into our 2019-20 Title 1 Com-
pact and Parent and Family Engage-
ment Plan.    

 

We are ready to move onto third grade. 
Can you believe it? We are well rested 
after spring break and ready to finish out 
our year in second grade with many ex-
citing activities and lessons. We have 
finished our time and money unit and 
have moved onto geometry. So much 
fun! We had so much fun creating our 
own creative narratives and have moved 
back into informative writing, just in time 
to learn all about life cycles and animal 
habitats. We are continuing to read our 
AR books and pass those tests because 
we can’t wait to see Ms. Durham and Mr. 
Kaufmann kiss the donkey!! It has been a 
fun year in second grade and we can’t 
wait for third grade. Have a safe and hap-
py summer break! 

We’re not sure how this happened so 
quickly, but we are officially in our final 
month of 4th Grade!! Just a few more 
weeks and we will be 5th Graders!! In 
ELA and Math we are finishing up our 
last minute review and prep for the FSA. 
We look forward to showing off just how 
smart we are and ROCKING THE TEST!! 
In Science, we’re finishing up the year by 
learning about Plants and Heredity 
Traits. We hope everyone has a safe, 
fun, and happy summer break!  

Summer is quickly approaching and there is no 
better way to keep the kids entertained and learning 
at the same time than having fun with summertime 
science experiments.  Check out the sites below for 
easy science projects and experiments that will keep 
your child engaged for hours.  It has been a great 
year, and I wish you and your family an enjoyable 
and restful summer.  See you in the fall! 

http://www.pbs.org/parents/education/science/
tips/summer-science-projects/ 

https://www.stevespanglerscience.com/category/
summer-science-2/ 

https://www.science-sparks.com/summer-science/ 

https://littlebinsforlittlehands.com/summer-
science-experiments-outdoor-play/ 

https://lemonlimeadventures.com/must-try-
summer-science-activities-for-kids/ 

.ELA – We will work on retelling familiar 
stories.  We continue to work on identifying 
key details in a text.  We are working on 
knowledge of blends. 

Math – We will start into measurement and 
data 

Science – We are finishing up with compar-
ing the needs and characteristics of plants 
and animals.  We will then begin to under-
stand science methods (prediction/
hypothesis, experiments, conclusions) 

Science – We will discuss conflicts with 
friends and fair ways to solve.  We will also 
discuss weather and how to be a good citi-
zen. 

11 Ways to Help Children Read: 
It’s never too early for literacy. 
Teaching literacy isn’t direct than teaching 

other skills. 
Talk to your kids (a lot). 
Read to your kids. 
Have them tell you a “story.” 
Teach phonemic awareness. 
Teach phonics (letter names and their 

sounds). 
Listen to your child read. 
Promote writing. 
Ask questions. 

5th grade is preparing for FSA 
testing.  We’ve worked hard all year and 
now it’s our time to shine.  Please help 
your child have the extra advantage by 
making sure they’ve had a good night’s 
rest, a hearty breakfast, and a happy 
morning with your encouragement and 
your confidence that they’ll do a great 
job.   We have several events coming up in 
the last month of the school year.  Stu-
dents brought home a ½ sheet of paper 
with all the events, dates, student attire, 
and any additional pertinent infor-
mation.  We hope to see you at some of 
them, especially the end of the year cele-
bration!! 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fparents%2Feducation%2Fscience%2Ftips%2Fsummer-science-projects%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bb
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fparents%2Feducation%2Fscience%2Ftips%2Fsummer-science-projects%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bb
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stevespanglerscience.com%2Fcategory%2Fsummer-science-2%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%7C0%7C63691
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.stevespanglerscience.com%2Fcategory%2Fsummer-science-2%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%7C0%7C63691
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.science-sparks.com%2Fsummer-science%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%7C0%7C636918320752447757&sdata
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flittlebinsforlittlehands.com%2Fsummer-science-experiments-outdoor-play%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flittlebinsforlittlehands.com%2Fsummer-science-experiments-outdoor-play%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flemonlimeadventures.com%2Fmust-try-summer-science-activities-for-kids%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flemonlimeadventures.com%2Fmust-try-summer-science-activities-for-kids%2F&data=02%7C01%7Ckatrina.hutchins%40polk-fl.net%7Cc9078456dd4949385aa508d6c9d692a6%7C3ce159a93b59425bb96604d39f099bba%7C0%

